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Antarctic Peninsula – skiing & mountaineering
Having just returned from another very successful South Georgia expedition, Skip Novak and I are now committed to leading an Antarctic Peninsula expedition in February 2013.  We have eight places available on board Pelagic Australis for 28 days of glorious sailing, climbing, skiing and wildlife-watching. 
Dates

Depart Ushuaia:  Friday, 1 February  2013

Return to Ushuaia:  Friday, 1 March  2013

Objectives

My intention is to maximise the chances for multiple ski journeys and ascents amidst some of the most spectacular scenery in Antarctica.  So, having toyed originally with the idea of trying to reach as far south as Adelaide Island, I have now decided that we would do better to stay slightly further north, around the Lemaire Channel and Gerlache Strait.  This gives us a quicker approach and shorter return time.  So less sailing, more skiing and climbing.  It also guarantees safe reliable anchorages.  
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Map from Damien Gildea’s Mountaineering in Antarctica
The mountains here are better known and most of the main summits have been climbed.  However, most of them have only been climbed once or twice, potential new routes abound, and there are still scores of untouched smaller summits.  And on even the best known summits, we are unlikely to run into other parties.  

Obvious objectives include peaks such as Mount Francais, Mount Williams, Mount Scott and Mount Shackleton.  Exactly what we do will depend on the final composition of the party, and we may well end up splitting into two parties for some trips ashore.  For instance, it could that three experienced climbers want to tackle a fairly technical peak, while the rest of the team are more interested in a glacier ski tour.  With a bit of luck we should be able to fit in at least one multi-day trip with sledges and tents, plus two or three day trips.
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The boat

Pelagic Australis is probably the finest purpose-built expedition yacht operating in high latitudes.  22.5 metres long and weighing 64 tons, she is reassuring solid and comfortable, with a large, warm, dry pilot house, comfortable bunks, huge cosy dining saloon, and masses of space for storing skis, pulks and climbing gear.  Unlike many of the smaller yachts operating in Antarctica, Pelagic Australis is the perfect floating base camp.  In fact, she is so warm, comfortable and spacious –and her larder and wine cellar are so well stocked – that it often takes a big effort of will to leave the boat and go ashore!  
For detailed specifications and the full story of the Pelagic fleet, visit

http://www.pelagic.co.uk
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The leaders
Skip Novak has sailed five times round the world, three times as skipper on the Whitbread Race.  But his real love is sailing to remote polar mountains.  He was one of the pioneers of high latitude charters and he knows the Antarctic Peninsula better than almost anyone else alive.  He is also an extremely experienced mountaineer and veteran of many expeditions to Antarctica and South Georgia.  
http://www.pelagic.co.uk
Stephen Venables has been climbing for 40 years and has made first ascents all over the world, including a new route up Mount Everest.  In the far south he has made one expedition to Tierra del Fuego and five to South Georgia.  On two of those expeditions he was leading parties across the Shackleton Traverse with Skip, so he is looking forward to continuing that partnership in Antarctica to celebrate the 25th anniversary of his Everest ascent.

http://www.stephenvenables.com
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Team qualifications

Many of the people who join Pelagic expeditions come simply to enjoy the sailing, scenery, wildlife, photography and brief trips ashore.  If that is what you would like from the trip you would be extremely welcome.


However, if you would like to join more ambitious skiing and climbing excursions, we would expect some experience of ski-touring plus basic mountaineering skills, such as use of ice axe and crampons, roped climbing, crevasse rescue and so on.  As I have said, we will tailor objectives to fit the party, but please give us a cv of your mountaineering/skiing/expedition experience with full details of all peaks climbed and journeys made.
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Itinerary

Assuming suitable weather conditions, we will sail from Ushuaia on Friday, 1 February 2013, returning by 1 March.  Crossing Drake’s Passage usually takes 2 or 3 days, so this will give us three full weeks on the Peninsula.  With flights to and from Ushuaia, the total time away from home will be just under four-and-a-half weeks.
Price: £12,500 per person

This is a special group rate based on a party of 8 paying members, totalling £100,000.  (The advertised group charter rate on the Pelagic website is actually higher – £13,300 for 8 people for 28 days).

Included:

Four weeks charter of Pelagic Australis
All food and wine on board and ashore in Antarctica
Specialist foul weather gear on board

Communal mountain camping and cooking equipment, including pulks

Not included:

Travel to and from Ushuaia
Food and accommodation in Ushuaia (probably two hotel nights)

Insurance

Personal clothing and equipment

Optional internet communications on board
Booking conditions

Your contract will be with Pelagic Expeditions, and the payment schedule is:

On booking: 

£4,000

1 October 2012: 
£4,000

21 December 2012:  
£4,500
I do hope that you will be able to join us on this wonderful adventure.  And please get in touch if you would like to discuss our plans in more detail.
Stephen Venables 

mailto:stephenvenables@btinernet.com
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